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rights movement. Dr. Montgomery in-
fluenced communities far and wide, but
we are so fortunate that in Harlem he
worked to make the community a bet-
ter place for all of us.

In 2007, Dr. Montgomery’s lifetime of
service and commitment to civil rights
and the principles of equality were
honored when he received the Congres-
sional Gold Medal, one of the highest
civilian awards in the United States.

Now, in 2018, I am so proud that we
will soon unveil the Tuskegee Airman
Dabney N. Montgomery Place on the
northwest corner of West 136th Street
to preserve and commemorate his leg-
acy.

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful to share
this with you and this body. I am hope-
ful that his memory will continue to
live with us.

————

REMEMBERING THE HONORABLE
LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

(Mr. POLIS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
in memory of my colleague, Louise
McIntosh Slaughter.

For my entire time of service in the
House of Representatives, she was my
ranking member of the Rules Com-
mittee. I sat just a couple of seats
down from somebody who truly was in-
spirational and a fearless advocate for
progressive values and a woman who,
despite her advancing years, always re-
mained ahead of the curve and future
oriented.

Louise had an internal energy, an in-
ternal fire that is rare in this body and,
frankly, rare across our country. She
long stood for an inclusive vision of
America. She embraced LGBTQ fami-
lies before it was popular. She always
stood for women’s rights despite oppo-
sition on both sides of the aisle.

I already miss and continue to miss
somebody who, to me, was a friend and
a mentor in this institution. I express
my sincere condolences to the family
of Louise McIntosh Slaughter.

———
TAX DAY

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, when
Americans pay their taxes, as millions
did yesterday, they expect, rightfully,
that their tax dollars will be used to
benefit the many, not just the few;
however, that has not been this Repub-
lican Congress’ approach.

The tax law Republicans enacted
does little to help the middle class
working families and gives 83 percent
to approximately 10 million people, of
the benefits, and to 300 million people
17 percent.

According to the independent, non-
partisan Tax Policy Center, the Repub-
lican tax law will give the richest
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Americans an average tax cut of
$33,000, while those who are struggling
the most will get maybe $40.

Their tax law is also a breathtaking
exercise in its fiscal irresponsibility,
handing our children and our grand-
children a $1.8 trillion bill they will
have to pay.

Thanks to the Republican tax law,
the CBO now projects a $1 trillion debt
every year for the next 10 years. Some-
body is going to have to pay that bill,
and it is our children and our grand-
children.

Mr. Speaker, the American taxpayers
deserve a system that is fair and pro-
motes fiscal sustainability. The new
Republican tax law does the opposite.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 5444, TAXPAYER FIRST
ACT, AND PROVIDING FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 5445, 21ST
CENTURY IRS ACT

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 831 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 831

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House any bill specified in section 2 of this
resolution. All points of order against con-
sideration of each such bill are waived. The
respective amendments in the nature of a
substitute recommended by the Committee
on Ways and Means now printed in each such
bill shall be considered as adopted. Each
such bill, as amended, shall be considered as
read. All points of order against provisions
in each such bill, as amended, are waived.
The previous question shall be considered as
ordered on each such bill, as amended, and
on any further amendment thereto, to final
passage without intervening motion except:
(1) one hour of debate equally divided and
controlled by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Ways and
Means; and (2) one motion to recommit with
or without instructions.

SEC. 2. The bills referred to in the first sec-
tion of this resolution are as follows:

(a) The bill (H.R. 5444) to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to modernize and
improve the Internal Revenue Service, and
for other purposes.

(b) The bill (H.R. 5445) to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to improve cyberse-
curity and taxpayer identity protection, and
modernize the information technology of the
Internal Revenue Service, and for other pur-
poses.

SEC. 3. (a) In the engrossment of H.R. 5444,
the Clerk shall—

(1) await the disposition of H.R. 2901, H.R.
5437, H.R. 5438, H.R. 5439, H.R. 5440, H.R. 5443,
H.R. 5445, and H.R. 5446;

(2) add the respective texts of all the bills
specified in paragraph (1), as passed by the
House, as new matter at the end of H.R. 5444;

(3) conform the title of H.R. 5444 to reflect
the addition to the engrossment of the text
of all the bills specified in paragraph (1) that
have passed the House;

(4) assign appropriate designations to pro-
visions within the engrossment; and

(5) conform cross-references and provisions
for short titles within the engrossment.

(b) Upon the addition to the engrossment
of H.R. 5444 of the text of the bills specified
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in subsection (a)(1) that have passed the
House, such bills shall be laid on the table.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HARPER). The gentleman from Wash-
ington is recognized for 1 hour.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. POLIS),
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington?

There was no objection.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday, the Rules Committee met and
reported a rule, House Resolution 831,
providing for consideration of two im-
portant pieces of legislation: H.R. 5444,
the Taxpayer First Act; and H.R. 5445,
the 21st Century IRS Act.

The rule provides for consideration of
these measures under a closed rule.
Both of these pieces of legislation were
introduced with bipartisan cosponsors,
and both were passed out of the Ways
and Means Committee with unanimous
support on both sides of the aisle.

Mr. Speaker, yesterday was not only
tax day, but it was also the last time
the American people had to file their
taxes under an outdated and anti-
quated system. Thanks to the Tax Cuts
and Jobs Act signed into law by Presi-
dent Trump, Americans have much to
look forward to: a simplified tax sys-
tem, lower rates, a doubled child tax
credit to help everyday families, a dou-
bling of the standard deduction, and
the freedom to buy the healthcare plan
that is right for their families rather
than be forced to buy government-man-
dated health insurance.

As these reforms continue to be im-
plemented, and Americans across the
country have begun to see their pay-
checks grow and small businesses begin
to move forward with less regulatory
burden, a bipartisan effort in the U.S.
House of Representatives to modernize
and reform the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice has arisen. The goal is to redesign
the IRS into a modern, 21st century
agency focused on the ‘‘taxpayers
first” service—reining in IRS abuses,
protecting American taxpayers from
fraud, and fairly and efficiently resolv-
ing disputes within the agency.

H.R. 5444, the Taxpayer First Act,
demonstrates a bipartisan, comprehen-
sive effort to modernize and improve
the Internal Revenue Service. This leg-
islation makes numerous changes to
reorganize the agency in an attempt to
focus its efforts on customer service. It
creates an independent appeals process
to improve dispute resolutions and re-
quires the IRS to submit to Congress a
comprehensive plan to improve its cus-
tomer service strategy. It requires the



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-12T16:49:02-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




